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Seeing the Invisible —

a Time-travel Drama in Cheng Kung University

“The city, however, does not tell it's past, but contains it like the lines of a
hand, written in the corners of the streets, the gratings of the windows, the
banisters of the steps, the antennae of the lightning rods, the poles of the
[flags, every segment marked in turn with scratches, indentations, scrolls.”

— lItalo Calvino, Invisible Cities

After stepping out from the rear station of Tainan Train Station, behold,
National Cheng Kung University!
This area of the city is the place tourists can start to know Tainan.
Some people are jogging along the running track in Kuang Fu campus, while
other people are passing by Shengli Road near the white arch at the intersec-
tion of Daxue Road and Shegli Road. Cheng Kung campus and Kuang Fu
campus are situated on each side of Shengli Road. This ingenious arrange-
ment of the campus locations perfectly matches the meaning of these names
in Chinese. From this arrangement, we can sense the prevalent spirit of
counterattack soon after World War I1.
While walking in this area, people can even see the remains of the old city
wall and its gate.

During the Qing Dynasty, these were, respectively, in the inner and outer
part of old Tainan.

The remains located on Shengli Road were part of the East Gate built during
the Qing dynasty. This piece of history dates back more than 200 years ago.
The Minor West Gate, which was moved to Cheng Kung University in 1970,
has already been there for 45 years. All these changes reflect the vicissitudes
of an old city.

Other historical relics found in Cheng Kung University include some old
houses and old trees that have also endured many changes.

For example, the hospital, the military camp, and the old banyan were all

established during the period of Japanese rule in the land.

After the completion of repair work, the Old Japanese Army Tainan Garrison
Hospital became the most well-preserved military hospital building
established during the Japanese colonization. After Japan’s surrender in 1945,
the R.O.C. government assumed its control of Taiwan. The hospital was
renamed 804 Army General Hospital. Nowadays, it houses the Department of
Taiwanese Literature.

The banyan that was planted by Japanese Prince Hirohito is now symbolic of
Cheng Kung University’s prosperity.

After World War II, General Sun Li-jen conducted a recruit training in
Fengshan for a group of soldiers. A temporary military camp was built on the
north side of Cheng Kung University for this purpose. However, not long
afterwards, General Sun was involved in a complicated military operation and
placed under house arrest. No longer able to issue military orders, *
counterattack on the mainland” also became a mere slogan. With the financial
support of the USA in the 1950s, modern architecture started to mushroom like
bamboo shoots after a spring rain.

making a

Kuang Fu military camp transformed and renamed itself as the Kuang Fu
campus of Cheng Kung University.

The insightful names of campuses within Cheng Kung University (such as
“Kuang Fu,”) refer to the restoration of Taiwan to China. They also point to
past wars and the course of Taiwan’s history.

And what about the chimney atop the factory of the Department of Mechani-
cal Engineering? Sadly, it is now only visible in old photos. When did it
disappear?

Also, with regards to the white memorial gate of the university that bears the
inscription “Qiong Li Zhi Zhi (make a thorough understanding of something to
obtain knowledge)”, when did this gate become just an arch?

All these changes are inscribed in the history of this university, this city, and,
this island.
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